
A Homebuilder’s Guide 

Santa Cruz Properties is with You from Start to Finish 
We understand that you want to get started as soon as possible on building your home. At 
Santa Cruz Properties, we do our best to guarantee that our customers are happy and have 
made the right choices to fit their lifestyle. Before beginning, however, there are a few key 
points to remember to avoid making any regrettable decisions.  

1. Why are you buying this land? 
Before signing those papers, consider if the location is ideal for what you have in 
mind. Consider not only your current needs, but your future ones as well. Are you 
going to build a home or do you want ranch land? Do you need something more 
rural or something closer to urban life? Our real estate specialists can help you 
narrow your wish list and pick a lot that’s right for you.  

2. Know who your neighbors are. 
Now that you know what you’ll be doing with your land, keep your neighbors in 
mind. If you’re going to use your land for ranching, will your neighbor whose home 
is a short walk away be all right with it? Or perhaps your neighbor is the one with 
the ranch and you want to build a home. Consider everything that goes on at a ranch 
if planning to raise a family close to one. If you have any reservations, simply consult 
our real estate experts and we’ll put any worries at ease. 

3. Preferred lifestyle/Where are you? 
Always consider where your desired property lies. Take into account the proximity 
to work, schools, shops, health care and possibly universities and entertainment. If 
it’s a bit out of the way, are you willing to spend the extra cost on gas and possibly a 
second car? Wherever you decide to buy, make sure you’ve taken as much as you 
can into account. 

4. What services will there be? 
Possibly one of the most important things to think about is what services will be 
made available to you and your land. This includes the availability and cost of 
power, phone, Internet, water supply, wastewater treatment and garbage disposal. 
These amenities can seriously impact budget and lifestyle. We at Santa Cruz 
Properties, however, will answer any questions concerning these services. Most are 
already included in a residential land purchase, but we encourage you to voice any 
concerns you may have. 

5. Geology and topography of the site. 
Check with the local council and obtain a copy of the registered plan for the site for 
possible building restrictions. We should have this already for you, but if not, check 
council planning for zoning, easements and setback restrictions. Cutting blocks of 



land to make them level can incur significant costs such as the need for retaining 
walls. Furthermore, sloping sites are difficult and expensive to build to 
accommodate anyone with limited mobility. Before you build, make sure the land is 
ideal for what you have in mind. 

6. How is the climate? 
Consider the effects of breezes, shade, shadows and the possible need to install solar 
energy panels on your home. The size, orientation and slope of the site significantly 
influence design possibilities such as size, aspect and building costs. Also, remember 
that potential natural hazards can occur. Investigate the risks of events such as bush 
fires, flooding, etc. These risks will influence house design, building costs and 
ongoing costs such as maintenance and insurance. 

7. What’s your budget? 
Balancing initial and ongoing costs, keeping land in the city outskirts may mean 
higher transport costs. Always account for the possibility of a higher cost, especially 
if you’re going from renting to owning. It may seem daunting, but the payoff of 
owning your own land and home is insurmountable.  

Santa Cruz is Here to Help You 
This can be a lot to take in, especially if you’re a first-time landowner. At Santa Cruz 
Properties Ltd., we will walk you through every step of the way. Your concerns are our 
concerns.  

We have been serving the Rio Grande Valley for over 20 years and have helped countless 
residents find the land they will retire upon. If you see yourself overlooking your land from 
your front porch during a beautiful sunset, then let’s make that dream a reality together. 
Call us today at 956.383.0868 to schedule a consultation and begin your journey to 
becoming a proud landowner. 
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